[ twenty Years Ago-And Today|

BY LESLIE C. SMALL,  ~1%-3a
Managing Editor, Kankakee Republican-News

It was just twenty years ago today, January 13, 1913, that
I became managing editor of this ncwsapaper, the Kankakee
Republican-News. January 13 that year, however, fell on Mon-
day instead of Friday as it does in this year, : _
 This publication was founded in 1903. During the ten
years prior to 1913, the management had changed com-
pletely five times, an : average of once every
two years. At that time .there were three
newspapers in Kanka- s kee, all well-establish-
ed, each claiming a large following and
each supporting oppos- ing political interests.
The Evening Demo- crat was of the politi-
cal creed that its name indicated; the Daily
Gazctte was independ- ent, and 'the Daily Re-
publican, of course, supported the party of
Lincoln. None were financial successes, al-
though one of the editors privately hoast-
ed he made a fair liv- ing by trading adver-
tising for necessities of life.
© 1 was entirely in- |"ciie G Smalt | cXperienced in  this
line of work except for | — some editorial training
with the Optimist, the Kankakee high school paper, and- busi-
ness training obtained while employed at the First National
bank. Fired with ambition, as all new newspaper men are, I
set out to sell a lot of advertising. . On the day previous to

January 13, 1913, there had been two paid ads—one by Geli
Brothers and one by the First National ban




. PRI AN
My experlence jn politics, in. re-
gard to publishing a paper, snd.”
refer to local elections, .is . that. 1
the candidate the newspaper sup
ports is successful . he and.
friends think it is due to his.per
scnal popularity. If he loses he us-
ually feels that his defeat W
brought about by -~—~ething the pa
per said or did. L
I recall one case to the cont LT
in 20 years of newspaper work, an
tkat was M. F. Baker. Dwring K
campaign for mayor I insisted ol
publishing certain facts againai
which he protested. . After his elec
it~ he thanked me and .e— essee
tre conviction that victory wds pos:-
sible only through the support he
recelved from this newspaper.. vy
wonder what his re~ctic wonld
h*»s heen, however, had he lost? -

| as one reaches that conclusion at!

i |

ere are many ofher rhings
might tell you about the newspaper
business, cost of operation, stc.
Twenty years ago two to three .cam
of print paper a year were required
to print our paper while today our
annual use is nineteen cars at a
cost of $26,611.00. )
One might gather from this ar.
t’ele that I am entirely sn‘isfied
with our paper and that it has
r:ached ihe neak of its r-reer. Far
be it from such. Wor just as soon

trat very moment his work begins
tao disintegrate.

I can see just ax many oppor-
tunities for improvement today asg
there were 20 years ago, and as
ropidly as business conditions war-
rant I expect to see them put into
effect. -




