Jean Alice Shaver Small,
88, editor and publisher of
The Daily Journal (Kankakee,
11L), died this morning Friday,
Sept. 13, 2002, at her home.

She was, by turns, a suc-
cessful wife and mother; a
hands-on editor and publisher
who helped guide this news-
paper and this community;
and a pioneer for women in
Jjournalism across the nation.

Her touch extended
throughout every aspect of
this community and newspa-
per, to countless charitable
and civic organizations she
helped found, fund or volun-
teer for. At The Daily Jour-
nal, she wrote stories,
assigned articles, discussed
special edition covers and
shaped editorial policy.

She served as a member of
the Nieman Foundation Advi-
sory Committee at Harvard
University for three years,
and was invited to serve as a
Pulitzer Prize Juror four
times.

In 1993, the Inland Press
Association presented her
with its Distinguished Service
award. Inland, one of the
nation’s largest trade associa-
tions for newspapers, has
members throughout the U.S.
and Canada

She was a member of the
Inland board from 1976 to
1981, becoming the first
woman to serve on the board
in its 91 years of existence. In
1976, she was also elected to
membership in the American
Society of Newspaper Edi-
tors, one of only 15 women at
the time in an organization of
793. She was on the editorial
advisory board of the soci-
ety’s Bulletin

“When I started, it wasn't
considered appropriate for a
newspaper to have a woman
photographer,” she once said.
It was unheard of to have a
woman in sports. Now it
would be an anachronism if a
paper felt that way. There are
no barriers today for a
woman in journalism. But 1
was there, and I saw the
change.”

She was active in the
American Newspaper Pub-
lishers Association.

Among her many industry-
wide achievements was an
effort to make newspapers
more aware of the problems
of terrorism. She attended
many seminars on terrorism.
When she asked a regional
press association to organize
a presentation, she was told it
wouldn't be of any interest to
readers.

Teday that effort of 30
years ago seems tremendous-
ly ahead of its time

“It wasn't long before every
small town in the country had
a yellow ribbon around the
trees,” she said to Presstime,
a newspaper industry publi-
cation.

In 1971, United Press Inter-
national honored her for sug-
gesting and helping to direct
series “Diana, the Making of a
Terrorist.” In 1982, her edito-
rials against a controversial

Among her many awards
were the Maggie Sloan Craw-
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ford Award in 1989 from
Olivet Nazarene University, a
distinction she held with Eliz-
abeth Dole and Supreme
Court Justice Sandra Day
O’Connor. That award
includes an honorary Doctor
of Laws degree from Olivet.
Mrs. Small also earned a dis-
tinguished alumni citation
from DePauw University, her
alma mater, in 1983,

She rubbed elbows fre-
quently with the most power-
ful people in the nation. In
1969, she attended the first
Nixon inaugural ball and
helped produce a feature
page on the ball for The Daily
Journal.

Her role at the newspaper
went far beyond running it. A
hands-on publisher, she
reported and wrote, approved
editorials and helped guide a
newspaper and its community
for years.

In 1976, she covered the
Republican convention, offer-
ing insight on the Fords and
the Reagans.

“1 watched carefully,” she
wrote. “I didn’t take my eyes
off Nancy Reagan. She barely
spoke to Betty Ford. She
treated her exactly as some-
one would treat a lesser
being. She smiled and
received. Betty Ford hugged
and kissed and gave. She even
kissed Ronald Reagan. Nancy
did not kiss President Ford.”

“Such is the stuff on which
history is made — some-
times,” she wrote.

In 1975, she began an eti-
quette column for all Small
newspapers, deriving her
answers from common sense,
her own experience and a
number of source books.

“Good manners,” she wrote,
“are nothing more than the
act we perform to make our-
selves more attractive and
pleasant in the company of
others.”

She also spoke out about
the values of hope and high
standards.

“All is not lost — if it were,

there would not be an outery
against Olympic stars who
cheat with steroids and with
baseball heroes who gamble
illegally. Politicians’ careers
‘would not be ruined by unfor-
givable lapses of moral
behavior. Investors in the
stock market would not have
to go to jail for criminal
insider trading.”

“But these things are hap-
pening. People are not
accepting immoral behavior.
Most professions have set up
new ethics standards and are
enforcing them. Schools once
more are teaching ethics.”

Mrs. Small also played a
key role in the renovation of
the DeSelm House at 691 S.
Chicago Ave. in the
Riverview District of Kanka-
kee.

“I have often been asked
why I bought this house,” she
said. “I don’t know the whole
answer myself, but the house
represents an era to me when
family life was strong, and
moral values were solid and

of Science and Industry from
1980 to 1983, In 1978, she was
appointed as trustee of Lin-
coln Academy by Illinois
Governor James Thompson.

She had three children, Len
R. Small of Chicago, presi-
dent and chief executive of
Small Newspaper Group;
Thomas P. Small of Los
Angeles, senior vice president
of the group; and Jennifer J.
Small of New York City, a
Washington writer; and six
grandchildren, Len P. Small
of New York, Ned Small of
Chicago, Rebecca, Rachel,
Calista and Jonathan Small,
all of Los Angeles, Calif.

She was always proud of
her family. Her citation as
alumnus of the year at
DePauw University noted
that she raised a family
before turning to journalism
management.

Len H. Small, Jean Alice
Small, and Len R. Small are
the only husband, wife and
son who have ever been board
members of the Inland Press
Association. ‘

In 1969, she was named vice
president and director of The
Journal publishing corpora-
tion and in 1974, she was
named associate editor. In
1976 she was named associate
publisher.

She then became president
after her husband’s tragic
death in a 1980 auto accident

pers, the Palisidian-Post of
Pacific Palisades, Calif., and
the Roseville (Calif.) Press-
Tribune for Small Newspa-




