‘Grace Small
dies at 91

Grace Burrell Small, 91, Kankakee, died at her
home Wednesday night after an illness of eight
months.

Mrs. Small was the widow of Leslie C. Small,
former publisher of The Daily Journal, and the
daughter-in-law of the late Illinois Gov. Len Small of
Kankakee, who served from 1920 to 1928,

Her two sons, the late Len H. Small and the late
Burrell L. Small, were long connected with publish-
ing and broadcasting.

Len Small was publisher of The Journal and chief
executive officer of six daily newspapers in Illinois,
Indiana and Minnesota, and a weekly newspaper in
lowa, He was killed in an automobile accident March
10, 1880

Burrell L. Small was president and chairman of
the Mid America Media Group, which operates 11
radio stations and two cable television stations in
Illinois, Indiana, lowa. Michigan, Oklahoma and
South Carolina. He died Feb. 22 after a long illness.

Mrs. Small's late husband was a banker, business-
man, farmer, politician and former state olficial. He

publisher of the forerunner of The Daily
Journal in 1913

Mrs. Small was born June 20, 1890, in LaSalle, a
daughter of William C. and Emily Westwood Burrell
When she was a year old, the family moved to
Chicago where she attended the first seven vears of
school. The family moved to Kankakee when her
father opened the Burrell Mfg. Co_, a foundry. The
Burrell family lived at 753 S. Greenwood Ave. and
then at 622 S. Greenwood Ave. in Kankakee.

Mrs. Small continued her education al Steuben
School in Kankakee, and was graduated from old
Kankakee High School in 1908

She spent her first years alter high school as a
teacher in Kankakee County. Her first assignment
Was a rural school in the St Anne area where she

lived with a family during the week, returning home
on weekends..

The trip home
boarding a train fo

meant walking to Wichert and
r Momence. After a wait at Mo-

mence, she would boa
The trip took nearly

Mrs. Small later
Limest
kakee

rd another train to Kankakee.
five hours.
taught at Butz Scheol in rural

tone Township and at Franklin School in Kan-

Mr. and Mrs. Small were married on Oct. 30, 1912
al the Burrell residence at 6§22 S. Gréenwood Ave. Mr
Small died on Jan. 11, 1957

Mrs. Small was active in numerous clubs and
organizations. She was a longtime member of Asbury
United Methodist Church and the Judy Williamson
Circle. She was a member of Zonta International,
Lyric and Travel Club, Kankakee Country Club and
the Kankakee County Historical Society.
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She was also a member of the
of Republican Women of Kankak
Medical Center Auxiliary, the Co!
Club and Tau Beta Ph,
sororily in Kankakee

Her husband was aclive in the Hartley Hitches, a
social club formed in 1908 at old Kankakee High
School, and Mrs. Small parucipated in the annual
reunions it held for many years. She was a 50-year
member of Kankakee Woman's Club and had been
awarded Life membership. She was a charter member
of the Kankakee Kultivalors

In recent vears. she
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presented the Grace B. Small
Young Artists Award. given annually after competi-
tion among outstanding young planists. The winner
presents a concert each year with the Kankakee
Symphony Orchestra.

She was a vice president and a director of the
Kankakee Daily Journal Co., which publishes The
Journal, a director of Times Press Publishing Co.,
which publishes the Streator Times Press, and a vice
president and director of the Ottawa Daily Times at
Ottawa

She was an officer and director of the various Mid
America Media companies, and an assistant treasurer
and director of Mid America Audio-Video Inc. which
operates radio station WKAN in Kankakee. She was
an assistant secretary and director of Kankakee TV
Cable Co, and was a vice president and director of
Imagery Inc.

Among the contributions to the community by Mrs.
Small and her husband were the Centennial Room at
Gov. Small Memorial Park and the large stained-
glass west window at Asbury United Methodist

Church.

Mrs. Small is survived by six grandchildren: Len
Robert Small of Moline, Thomas Putnam Small of
Davenport, lowa, and Jennifer Jean Small of Wash-
ington, D.C., children of Jean Alice and the late, Len
Small; Leslie Small of . Susanne Bergeron
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and the Rev. Fred Cramer officiating. Burial will be
in Mound Grove Gardens of Memory.
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